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a basis of truth.

true that the idealist

It is

is

always

dissatisfied

and every age has been branded as an epoch
of infamy and disaster by its representative thinkers, from Juvenal
to Max Nordau. But we are to-day actually in the midst of a crisis,
and we must face it. The problems that confront us grow in number and complexity from day to day.
a. The vast majority of educated men and women have no
definite philosophy of life.
The churches have lost their power on
account of their absurd dogmas, their intolerance, their worldliness
and the dependence of the ministers on the rich for support. The
churches of Europe and America are only fashionable clubs, and
violin solos are being added to the time-honored organ performances
with his generation,

in

order to

make

"religion" attractive.

The

pastors always hear a

from a richer congregation, whenever it happens to come.
Young men and women have thus lost all respect for their spiritual
teachers, and the spiritual life is regarded as a dream of the evangelists' imagination.
The higher criticism, the rational modes of
thought produced by science, the study of Oriental religions, and
the diffusion of education have contributed to the destruction of the
old simple faith in the catechism and the Lord's prayer.
In the
Mohammedan world, too, very few educated men believe in Islam.
Those who have received their degrees at the colleges of Paris and
Berlin cannot revere the Koran as the holiest book in creation. The
same religious unrest is noticeable in Japan and India. The new
wine of science and comparative religion has burst the old bottles
"call"

of established religions.
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of such false guides as Spencer, Nietsche, and

Omar Khayyam. A

morbid craving for excitement dominates their waking and sleeping
hours.
Passion is to them a deity. St. Francis, St. Bernard and
other spiritual heroes are objects of derision, simply because they

were Catholics and wore dirty clothes. Even Bernard Shaw, who
is very sane in some respects, sneers at St. Francis for his love of
poverty and at St. Anthony for his love of the animal creation. A
false gospel of individualism, enjoyment, and philistinism is per-
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minds of our young men and women. It is bad indeed
when practice falls short of the ideal. But it is infinitely worse
when theory itself betrays its trust, and panders to our lower nature.
Idealism, with its great message of poverty and suffering, has fallen
among the thieves and robbers of "evolution," "socialism," and the
The truths of evolution and the inspiring economic program
rest.
verting- the

of socialism are mixed up with spurious generalizations about ethics,
which are swallowed with avidity by our impressionable youths.
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an absolutely correct diagnosis of the malady that is
sapping our vitality. What shall we do then ? What is the pressing
need of the times? Nothing but what has been hinted at by ProRenunciation, and renunciation alone, will save hufessor Tames.
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Vanity fair alas every one and all of these similes can be applied
with perfect truth to the state of things that we see around us to-day.
Yes, the new orders of monks and nuns, correcting" whatever
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Therefore we put
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tlie land of living spirituality, comes this great
Western world. From the Middle Ages, the period
of spiritual awakening in lun-ope, comes this voice borne on the
wings of time. Thus the past and the present combine to make the
future. To all my American sisters and brothers who are perplexed
and doubt-tossed I say "Touch science, politics and rationalism
with the breath of life that renunciation alone can give, and the
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